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GRAPH 1  How often,
when nonsterile gloves 
were not indicated, were 
they worn by healthcare 
staff?

GRAPH 2  Did nonsterile 
glove use affect hand 
hygiene before and after 
tasks/patient contacts?

GRAPH 3  Spend per 
week on nonsterile gloves 
between CAU & C5

Overuse of nonsterile gloves (NSGs) 
is commonplace [A] and was exacerbated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic [C].

Nonsterile gloves (NSGs) do not replace 
hand hygiene. 

NSG overuse leads to increased 
procurement costs and healthcare waste. 
When healthcare workers wear NSGs they 
are less likely to perform hand hygiene, 
risking spread of infection [A,B].

AIM:
Reduce 

unnecessary 
NSG use by 

20% on 
CAU & C5

CONCLUSION
Within the limitations of our data set, neither 
intervention reduced unnecessary NSG use or improved 
rates of hand hygiene

Hand hygiene was poor before tasks/patient contacts 
irrespective of NSG use. It was better after tasks/patient 
contacts, and appeared better in the NSG group

NEXT STEPS
More data from Infection 
Control audits is needed to 
better evaluate trends

Next steps include 
education for incoming F1 
doctors

We are completing 
stakeholder (staff & 
patient) surveys. We will 
use the results of these to 
plan future change ideas.REFERENCES
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